
Not everything you need to know to pass 

     GCSE Sociology - but some of it....



Methods (Compulsory question)
  Three good things about  q_________________ are that you can give them to a large number of people (in a survey); people don’t feel ________________about doing them because they are anonymous and also you can ask a__________ number of questions easily and put the results into graphs, tables or  _______

   We often need to pick a sample of the ________________ as it is impossible to give a questionnaire to everyone in it. There are several types of sample.  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​S_____________ (or ‘quota’) samples are when you try to pick _____________  groups based on age, gender, class or ethnicity from the____________.   _____________ samples are when individuals are chosen purely by chance.  S____________ samples are when you ask individuals to find other people who may be interested in answering questions on a particular issue.  In this way the sample gets _____________.

  ______________ are a method that are good for several reasons. Firstly, you can go into more _________ and _________ as they are face to face.  Secondly, when using _______________ or informal interviews you have the chance to ask more open questions that hadn’t occurred to you before.  However, with interviews you usually end up with lots of data that are difficult to ______________ present to the reader.

 4. Remember: _____________information is data that you find out from others...for example from books, studies that other Sociologists have conducted, _______________, newspapers,  statistics etc.     ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ ____________information is data that you find out yourself…it could be from a questionnaire or an interview.

analyse     representative      interviews    stratified    snowball detail population   statistics   secondary    questionnaires   large  unstructured  embarrassed  depth  primary   population   bigger  random   the internet

Now give two advantages and two disadvantages for each:  Interviews,Questionnaires,Observation and using Secondary research data ....
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Qualitative/quantitative methods (continued)

Quantitative data is data which can be expressed in________________ e.g. statistics. __________________ sociologists claim that unless human behaviour is expressed in numerical terms it cannot be accurately measured. Methods that will result mainly in ______________________ data include surveys and _______________.

Qualitative data is usually expressed in ____________ about ___________ and ______________. Qualitative data covers a range of material from the descriptions of social life. These are provided by methods such as ______________________ and __________________. Researchers such as __________________ or ___________________ argue that qualitative data provides greater depth, richer and a more detailed picture of social life. 

structured interviews     attitudes 
numerical form
 positivists 


interpretativists    
words     surveys     quantitative      interactionists          

    feelings    participant observation      unstructured interviews

  
[image: image14.wmf]Stratification and differentiation
1 Social stratification means the division of people into various social groups having different ____________ and prestige. 

2 The main types of divisions are caste (as in India); estates (as in feudal times); slavery and social class. Other divisions are based on age, gender or ethnic group. 

3 Social class is the main form of social stratification in modern industrialised society. It is based on ________________and status differences. 

4 Social ____________ occurs between different classes, i.e. movement between classes in a social class system; but not in a ________________ system. 

5  L_______ c______________  are the opportunities that people have (or lack) in life for getting a good education, having good health, earning a good income, and generally having a good s_________________  of   l_______________.

[image: image15.wmf]    6. Life chances are affected by social class. Unskilled working-class people will have poorer health and larger families. People in Social Class I will have better education and more material possessions. 

7. There are two different explanations of social class:

• The Marxist theory based on economics where society is divided between those who own wealth (the middle class) and those who sell their labour to the wealthy (the working class or proletariat); such theories have been developed from the work of Karl Marx.

• The functionalist explanation compares society to the human body with some parts more important than others. There are criticisms of  both explanations. 

8 In measuring social class occupation is very often used as the most important factor. This leads to the Registrar-General’s classification which divides occupations into five different groups. The main divisions are between _______________workers who use their hands and _______________  or  p_______________ workers who require more training and education and tend to get paid more.  For manual workers, the skilled ones tend to get paid more than the  ________________ workers.

9.  Certain factors have caused changes in the class structure in British society. It is said that there is more social mobilty now (it is easier to change _______. The change in mobility is due to:   the growth of _____________ and affluence;   U________________  ;   far more people owning their own homes and changes in the _____________  _____________ leading to increased social mobility. 

10. Some maintain that there is a ‘new’ working class (such as office workers who do _______________ work which requires little _________) as well as the ‘traditional’ working class which still exists.

11. The middle class has also been fragmented or decomposed, e.g. many office workers are now ‘working class’ even though they are called ‘w________ c______  w__________’.  In other areas the middle class has got bigger. Many jobs require more training now and command better _________________ as a result. There is also a new ‘u___________’ of part time and temporary low paid workers with few rights.
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12. There are a number of difficulties in trying to measure social mobility. We don’t know what class some ​_________________ are;  some people change jobs frequently; some people are a different class from their parents and, most importantly, occupation or income are not the only items 

[image: image17.wmf]   we use when defining class. Other factors might include: The ________  people live in; the ____________ people have towards life;  the way people dress and different ______________ pursuits such as Golf or Football. Other factors affecting social mobility are individuals’ motivations and aspirations - the ‘_____________________________’.

13. In Britain social mobility has involved more people entering the ‘service class’, i.e. the professional and managerial occupations. 

14. The functionalist view of social mobility is based on a _______________, where those who are able can succeed and move upwards. The Marxist view says that really only a tiny proportion of the population own significant wealth and nothing changes this.

Life chances      manual     training      status      salaries      economic    

class   standard of living    wealth      non-manual      mobility      caste       

unskilled      wealth    unemployment   jobs    routine     educational 

system      area          underclass      attitudes      leisure      ‘will to 


succeed’   ‘white collar workers’       meritocracy

Now write down what has affected social mobility and why it is difficult to measure social mobility  !!!

Socialisation and  differentiation
S______________is the process of learning _______ and values. This starts at birth and continues throughout peoples lives. P____________ socialisation occurs in the ______________ whilst ______________ socialisation continues as people come into contact with ideas in the _________ group, at school, at _________, when worshipping religiously and in the __________.  The norms, values, attitudes we learn as we grow up guide us in the  _______ we play in life and can be influenced by  class, _________, age,  or _______
family       Socialisation    gender      norms     secondary     peer     media     work      ethnicity          roles         Primary
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Gender Socialisation

Gender roles are learned in childhood and constantly strengthened in everyday life.  The most important influences in forming gender roles are the family, the ___________ and the media.  Boys are often socialised to be more ____________whilst girls are often socialised to be ___________.   Today women are legally equal to men, but they still suffer many disadvantages, particularly in the world of work.  Women tend to work in more ____________, lower-grade occupations than men.  Women, unlike men, often have to combine the responsibility of running a _____________, looking after their children and working - this means that they are more likely to do _________________ and more likely to give up all paid employment for a few years while they have their children and bring them up.   The job of looking after the household is performed almost exclusively by women and, although it is hard work, it is often not seen as work at all.   This is changing though.  ______________ ;  changes in the ________;  greater e________________  for a good job;  changes in attitudes and better results for girls in __ ____________ along with better access to _______________  are all factors which have improved the role of women and have made them more _______________.

low-paid   violent   independence   part-time work      household       school    calmer    expectations
  exams   Feminism    law  contraception    
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1. The idea of appropriate behaviour being attached to certain ages is a social creation and is only partly the result of ____________. 

2. Childhood as we know it now developed over a long period - starting in the eighteenth century. Before that time, children were seen as ‘________________’. 

3. There have always been class differences in the way that children have been treated. In the early part of the nineteenth century the children of the_________________ were forced to work longer hours and in much worse conditions than ________today. 

4. The idea that childhood is a social creation is shown when you look at other_________. In one culture (‘the Ik’) children have to look after themselves from the age of three. 

5. ‘___________________’   are the ceremonies that most societies have to mark the transition from one age grade to another: ‘growing up’;  ____________   __    ____;  adulthood; having a family or growing old.

6. British society has lost most of its rites of passage relating to age - although many people have an 18th birthday party – but the idea of ‘youth culture’ is a new invention that occurred in the 1950s. 

7. The reasons why children and youth have greater ________now include: (a) children have more legal _________  and protection now (b) the period of education lasts _________ (c) young people have greater __________ power’ now  (d) the media  encourages youth culture and (e) parents have more ______ and _______ for their children now. (f) as a proportion, there are more old people and less young people now.

8. Youth ‘____________’ are groups of people who have developed their own set of norms and values which sometimes come into conflict with the wider society. Sub-cultures often have their own distinctive way of dressing, speaking or behaving. Examples might include Punks, Hippies, ________ and Ravers. Can you think of your own example ?! 

9. Some sociologists say that youth culture is a way for young people to cope with the change from ____________ to adulthood by giving them confidence. Others say that youth culture is just related to differences in class, gender and ethnic group. 

10. The number of the ___________ is increasing in society so there are now more of them than ever before. However, the elderly have much less status now  - people don’t respect them anymore. This low status is due to the fact that the knowledge and experience of older people is of ___________ value in a rapidly changing world. 

‘sub-cultures’   Biology   longer     limited     ‘little adults’    status cultures    ‘Rites of passage’      rights     ‘spending       Rastas    money childhood     elderly     working class     time    adults     ‘coming of age’

Differentiation - ethnicity and socialisation 
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1. The term race is commonly used to describe people of different skin colour, there is no biological evidence to show there are any important differences between one so-called ‘race’ and another. 

[image: image21.wmf]  2. The term ethnic group is used to describe any group with shared n_________ and v___________  or a common  c_____________ and history.

3. In the late 1940s and early 1950s, British Commonwealth immigrants were welcomed into Britain because they were needed to fill job vacancies. People came to Britain for one of two reasons: the amount of work available or because of relatives already here. 

4. Afro-Caribbeans and Asians face problems of __________ (which means to be disliked simply on the grounds of the colour of their skin) and of _______________  (to be treated differently because of the colour of their skin). 

6 Explanations of prejudice include: (a) stereotyping, and (b) scapegoating. (c) ________

7 Discrimination has been shown to exist in areas such as employment and housing. 

8 There have been various government attempts to eliminate discrimination such as the race relations act and the Commission for ___________   ____________. However, it is difficult to change attitudes held deep within the culture. 

prejudice    norms     labelling      values     culture      discrimination        



racial equality
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Sociology of work and leisure 

Work for one person can be another person’s leisure and vice versa. For example, some people play golf ______________ whilst others do it for fun.  Some people use the Internet all day as part of their job whilst others use it for __________  purposes.   

Work does not always involve being paid. Some are people are paid for working for a charity such as Oxfam whilst others do it __________________ as a hobby.

Thus, there are many reasons why people work. (i) to earn money to support their family (ii) to gain __________  and social status from others.  (iii) to give oneself a ‘vocation’ or ______________ in life. 
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In pre-industrialised societies, work and leisure were mixed together as most people lived off the land in the _______________ It was not until industrialisation came that the clear-cut division between time at work and time at leisure came about. 

The occupational structure is the term used to describe the nature of all jobs that people do and the way the industry is organised. The occupational structure of Britain has changed considerably over the past 50 years. Changes include: (a) a move away from _________ to non-manual work; (b) a move towards _________ industries such as finance or ______________; (c) an increase in the number of women who are____________ outside the home; (d) a growth in unemployment,  _________________ and _________________   work; (e) whilst many people  are still paid employees,  many now work for themselves  (s______   e____________).

Some reasons for the changes in the occupational structure include t____________   a____________ (such as robots and cmputers);  changes in the law which force employers to pay equal ________ to women and men;  competition from other countries doing better than Britain at _______________certain items; some jobs have become more _______________ (need more training) whilst some are less specialised and require less training.

One charcteristic of modern work is that often each person performs only a small task in making things or providing of services. This has many drawbacks, the main one being that people find work less ____________. 

_________________is the state where people feel that their jobs and also their lives are pointless. It is influenced by the degree of freedom and power the person has in the workplace. 

The number of strikes in Britain has declined greatly in the last twenty years - Britain has a very low level of strike action. This has been due to government policy, economic competiton between countries and new working practices by employers which dis-courage union activity. 
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There is some dispute over the true extent of unemployment. It is difficult to measure Unemployment because: The official figures can exclude certain categories of person such as the ______________ or housewives;  people sometimes do not claim __________ to which they are entitled through ignorance or short periods of unemployment; sometimes people on work training or students do not count as unemployed and therefore don’t appear in the ____________. 

Personal consequences of unemployment can include loss of _____________; ____________ or even sickness and _________ and drug problems.  Social consequences of unemeployment can include poverty, poor nutrition, education and health; discontent with life leading to protests and even ___________.

temporary     respect   confidence    technological advances    benefits
professionally    ‘sense of purpose’       voluntarily      wages     figures

specialised      depression      satisfying    rioting     self employed   

leisure    countryside   manual    service     tourism    alcohol      

working    part time     manufacturing       alienation       homeless          
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Education

1. Formal education is the different subjects we learn at school such as Maths, English, French or Sociology. Most of these subjects are part of the National __________________.  The government started this so that all children in the country could get the same education so that it was _____ for everyone.  Education is for all students to have the chance to get_____________at the end of their school career.

2.  _____________ education is also learnt in school but this includes all things like learning to be on time for lessons (______________); being polite, being_______________, wearing school uniform and so on.  This is sometimes known as the ___________  curriculum.

3. Fifty years ago there were three types of school: Grammar, Secondary Modern and ___________  schools.  Many people felt that this wasn’t fair as it divided children up and the better off, __________  _______  students always seemed to get into the best grammar schools and get the best__________.

4. Comprehensive schools (like this one) were started about forty years ago to make things fairer. They were said to be good because all the ____________ of different_________, gender and ethnic groups were mixed up together. People said that this system would be good for the bright students and  the not so bright ones.

5. Some people didn’t think much of this __________.  They said that ___________________ schools were too big and _______________; the better students were held back by the weaker ones. Although there was no _________________ or banding in comprehensive schools (officially) critics said that teachers tended to ‘label’ or _______________ some students as being high achievers and others as being a waste of time.

6. The ‘labelling’ theory says that if a teacher has a stereotype of a student as being a low _____________ on the basis of class, ethnicity or gender they will start to lose confidence and not bother to study in class. This will make them get worse results.  The theory is known as the ________   _________________  ________________.

7.  Middle class, white students tend to get better results in school. This may be for a number of reasons.  They live in better areas where there are better schools and __________.  These schools tend to have better _____________ and discipline is generally ____________.

At home, Middle class students are luckier too.  They are more likely to live in quiet accommodation with their own ____________, books and other resources such as computers; they are less likely to be distracted by _____ group or friends on the street where they live and perhaps most important their parents have got time and education to encourage them in their _______________.

8.  Girls tend to be doing better in school now.  This for a number of reasons.  They can expect better ______ after they finish school;  their discipline is better which makes them easier to ________ by teachers; the feminist movement has given them greater ______________ and they seem to have less bad _____________from peer group than boys.

9. Vocational education  is education or __________ for work such as BTEC’s or GNVQ’s in ‘Health and Social Care’ or ‘Leisure and Tourism.’

middle class        punctuality        results      peer     technical       hidden     

self fulfilling prophecy      anonymous     Curriculum       classes     fair           

students    system       confidence     stereotype       achiever      resources     

manage    training     teachers      better     schoolwork    jobs   influence


The Family   

a) There are various family types in Britain. They are:

The ____________ family which has just two generations (parents and children) and is sometimes known as the ‘cereal packet’ family.

The ____________ family which has more than two generations (aunts, uncles, grandparents included) who may or may not live in the same household.

The _____________   ___________ family. This is the same as the extended family but where the different generations live far apart but remain very close emotionally. 

The ______  ____________ family which is one parent living with children in the same household.

The _______   _______  family where the parents remain together for the sake of the children but there is no sexual or emotional consummation of the marriage.

The Re-constituted or ________ family. This is where parents have re-married and may be looking after children of their new partner.

The __________ _____ family where both partners are of the same gender.

b) There are several types of partnership:

____________  is where you only have one partner.

____________ is where you have more than one partner I.E.  several husbands or wives.

_____________ is where people live together without marrying.

______________ is where two people of the same gender live together and have sexual relations.

c) There are about five ‘functions’ or things that the family does. These are providing:____________ support and love; sexual fulfilment; education and ______________of children; economic production and support and biological____________of children

d)  Roles in the family have changed in recent years. Roles used to be ____________. This means that one partner (usually the man) went out to work and one partner (usually the woman) stayed home to do the __________ duties. Now, there are more likely to be __________  __________ roles. This means that both partners share housework, childcare and maybe going out to work. This form of relationship has been called the _____________ family because it is more balanced. 

e) Gender roles in the family have changed for several reasons. Women have become stronger in their expectations for life, also in their demands for  e__________ between men and women in domestic tasks.  This is because of the ____________ movement; because of changes in social __________ and because women can often get good or better jobs than men now.

f) There are many more single parent families now: mainly headed by _________. There are many reasons for this. Again, women have become more _______________ and can therefore look after a family by themselves more easily.  The government has helped by giving extra welfare, housing priority and __________ to single parents. Also expectations of marriage are lower now and it is more ______________ to get divorced. People don’t believe in maintaining religious _____________ so much anymore.  Divorce is now easier to obtain _________ for women,  and cheaper than it was. 

f) Couples are having fewer children, and having them later. This is partly because of the changing role of women and partly because in the 1960’s women got access to the contraceptive ‘______’ and were therefore able to decide when and how many children to have. These fewer number of children get more attention and have better ______ now. There are more elderly people than children and they seem to get less ____________!!

joint conjugal        reproduction      women      socialisation    equality 

attitudes       extended       polygamy       nuclear     homosexuality    pill

marriages       symmetrical     benefits      blended     segregated   respect

empty shell     lone parent   emotional   monogamy rights acceptable

modified extended     domestic co-habitation  Feminist   independent




Crime and Deviance
1. Social control consists of the forms of pressure that are put on people to conform to the accepted __________and ________of behaviour in society.

2.___________ control consists of the official rules and laws of society that are enforced by specially created agencies such as the police, the judiciary and the prisons. 

3. ___________control relates to the many expectations of behaviour made by society which are not enforced by the law. The agencies that enforce these un-official rules of society are the family, peer group, the ________,  ___________  etc

4. Without social control society would not exist, for order and predictability are absolutely necessary for every society. However, every modern society has a number of different sets of norms and values within it which provide a slightly different form of social control. These varieties are known as ______________.

5. There are two different views on the nature of social control. The first is that social rules are applied for the benefit of everyone and that the law is a reflection of the feelings of the people (known as the '_______________' view).  The alternative approach is that the laws reflect the interests of the most powerful groups in society and that they have also managed to impose their way of thinking on the population through agencies of social control. (known as the '_____________' view)

7. In simpler societies such as in parts of _________ or the ___________ ocean there are no agencies of formal control. However, informal control is much more important and much stricter. 

8. ___________acts are all acts that are regarded as rule breaking, whether they are legal or illegal. The actions that are defined as deviant vary according to time;  ____________ opinion and who it is that is breaking the rule. 

9. The reasons why an act is deviant (or criminal) in one situation but not in another are related to (a) the ________ and status of the person committing the act, (b) social ________  which change over time, and (c) the existence of other sets of values in society for example contained within a subculture such as the _________or Rastafarians.

10. Only some deviant acts are classified as criminal or __________. 

media             informal          Marxist       values     Africa   power   

norms        deviant        subcultures       values      punks     informal  

work      Functionalist     Pacific      societal      illegal

11 Deviant acts are illegal in one situation but not in another, because (a) they reflect a generally held view that these particular acts are very bad, (b) there is a 'moral crusade' to make an act illegal, and (c) those with power influence the law and they wish certain acts to be illegal. 

12 There are certain groups in the population who according to the official statistics commit higher than average levels of crime. Males commit more crime than females - about 5 to 1 in proportion. Younger people are most likely to commit crime: for males the most common age of committing crime is 18. Levels of crime are much higher in the inner city areas. Working-class youth have higher rates than middle-class youth 

13 It has been suggested that part of the reason for the claimed higher levels of crime among certain groups compared to the population in general is related to (a) the different attitudes of the police and (b) defects in the official statistics. 

14 There have been a number of alternative explanations for crime, stressing the psychological and physical differences between criminals and the majority of the population. 

15 Labelling means to place particular people in a category and then to act towards them in a particular way. For instance, if a person is labelled as a heroine then he/she is treated with great respect; if labelled a coward he/she is treated equally with disrespect. 

16 Labelling is very important in its consequences for people. Those who are labelled as deviant (even if they are not) are treated very differently, and this can affect their whole lives. 

17 The activities of the police and the mass media are very important in their ability to label people. 

18 Sometimes the media can create the idea that society is under threat from certain groups (such as 'football hooligans') and a 'moral panic' occurs which actually raises the level of the crime. This process is known as deviancy amplification. 

22 The official statistics on crime need to be treated with great caution. It appears that many people do not report certain crimes to the police and that the police sometimes do not record acts which have been reported to them as crimes. 

23 People are most likely to report crime when they can benefit themselves by it - for example, by reporting burglary and car theft because they have insurance. They are least likely to report it when they may be harmed or regard the matter as private. 

24 Victims of crime are usually the least powerful in society. 

 Poverty and Welfare 

The Welfare State and Poverty key points. 

1 There are basically two competing definitions of poverty: (a) an absolute definition based on the minimum amount needed to keep someone clothed, fed and housed; and (b) a relative one based on the idea that poverty varies with the normal expectations of society 

2 Most modern studies are based on the relative definition. 

3 It is not true to say that the poor consist of one separate group of people in poverty the whole of their lives. Many people move in and out of poverty at different periods of their lives. Poverty is therefore a very dynamic changing thing.

4 There is a minimum of 7 1/2 million people in poverty in the UK.

5 The groups in poverty are the low paid, the unemployed, the elderly, the single-parent families, the sick and disabled. 

6 There is greater poverty in the north than south of Britain. 

7 The reasons that have been suggested for the existence of poverty are: (a) the cycle of deprivation; (b) the culture of poverty; (c) lack of power; and (d) the ‘poverty trap’  - when it is not worth working when people can get the same amount on government benefits.

8 People in poverty are often trapped there with little means of escape

9 Poor people suffer not just from lack of money but from such things as lack of educational provision, health care and decent housing. 

10 British governments have intervened to try to limit poverty. There is now an educational system that is free up to 16, a health service, supplementary benefits and pensions, various allowances and a progressive taxation system. 

11 The Welfare State was created at the end of the Second World War. Its aims were to wipe out poverty, poor housing, low-standard education and inadequate health care for everyone 'from the cradle to the grave'. 

12 The Welfare State has only partially been successful in its aims. 

15 There are two ways to allocate benefits - targeting certain needy groups and universal methods which makes benefits available to all.

16 The role of the charitable voluntary services remains crucial to the running of welfare services in Britain, as the state is not able to provide everything. 
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